report an increased rate of forest turnover throughout the tropics (1). However, a significant statistical problem arises from the use of standard methods to estimate turnover, as these estimates can be affected by the length of the census interval. Such analysis can also be confounded by short-term climatic events and other factors.
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In their first analysis, Phillips and Gentry (1) combine estimates of turnover from different permanent plot studies and show that higher values correlate to more recent periods of observation. From the data summary in the report [ 
